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The population of Bekescsaba in 1951 was between 200,000 - 25X1k
300,000. Although the city had textile mills, briovk g
factories, flour mllls and a railrcad repair shop, its

economic life was almost completely dependent upon the

farming activities of the surrounding area. A commercilal

alrport was lccated approximately 15 kilometers northwests

of Bekescsaba, Two Hungarian military units were stationed

in the city: a self-propelled artillery unit and a frontier

guard unit. ZEach of these two units was approximately of
regimental strength.

Zﬁvailable at CIA Map Library is an overlay sketch of & 1930 city plan
of Bekescsaba (Bekescsaba Megyeivaros Belteruletenek Atnezeti Terkepe
Tervetze: Adam Gusztav NY Musz Tanacsos 1930 Mertek 1:10,000 Kiadja
a Kcrfﬁyidek RT Bekescsaba 1930), on which source pin-poimnted the following
8ites: ' o

Point #1. ROPE FACTORY. Xnown as the "Merkuri Fonegyaxr'.. .
(No details avallable)

#2, THE CITY POWER STATION. Powered by Diesel ,
engines. The station consisted of one building
with a flat roof covered with gray slate.

‘#3. THE CITY HOSPITAL. (Varosi Korhaz). The hospltal

comprised two separate three-story buildings,
with low gabled, red tile roofs.
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#4, FLOUR MILL. XKnown as the Rosenthal Mill
* {(Rosenthal Malom). BSteam operated.  Trapezium- -
shaped building, four stories high, It was a
grey brick bullding with a flaty red-tile roof..

#5. HIGH SCHOOL (crvmaszum) BUILDING. A three-story
brown building with a low gebled, red tile reof,

#6, THE CITY HALL, Two yellow buildings, sach two
stories high with low gabled, gray slate roofs,

#7. FLOUR MILL., Xnown a8 the Kovaps Mill (Kovaes
MNalom), Steam operated; Composed of two separate
unpainted two-story recfangular«shaped bulldings.
Egelrm was concrete and had low gabled, gray slate
rools. '

#8. BUCKSHOT CARTRIDGE FACTORY, Xnown ag the
Hubertus Pactory (Hubertus i r) s A two~story,
white unpainted bullding with & red tile roof, A
number of brlck smoke stacks protruded about

five meters above the roof,

#9.,. I1X FACTORY, XKnown as the State Clothing Factory:
' ﬁmim Gyar). The factory comprised two
buildings. One wes about 100 meters long,

70 meters wide of gray concrete with a gray slate
covered roof, This bullding, which was four
stories high, housed the msnufacturing installations
‘and had a red brigk smoke stack approximstely

BO mpters high. The pther bullding, which served
88 a storage place, was about 40 meters long,

P5 meters wide, a single storied structure of gray
‘epncrete with a low gabled, gray slate roof.

Abput 600 persons, mostly Women, were employed at
this fectory, which operated in three shifts,
Parachute canpples were among the articles
manufactured here,

#10. AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL, Known as the Mezogazdasagl
Iskols, Compesed of two builldings. The larger
one, constructed of red brick, wes abput 50 meters
long, 10 meters wide and two stories high, with a
Tow ?bled,_ red tile roof, The other red brick
bullding was single-storied, about 20 meters long

‘and sevén meters wide, with a low gabled, red tile

rool, The surrounding ares was covered with tree

saplings and orchards,

#11, TEXTILE (ROPE) FACTOKY. XKnown a&s the Rokka Rope
Pactory (Rokka Fonogyar), The factory was a gray,
brick building about 70 meters leng and 30 meters
wide, It was three ptories high, with & barrel
yault, light gray, corrugated metal roof, This
factory wag operated by electrical equipment and
employed about 200 perssns werking in three shifts,
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#12. FPIVE BARRACKS BUILDINTS. All five were of the
same dimensions: three stories high, about .
70 meters long and 30 moters wide, with low
gabled, red tile roofs. The buildings were
camouflrge painted in 1951, A self-propelled
artillery unit, pr~bably a regiment, end one
frontier guards urit , approximately regimental
strength, were quartered here. I observed a
number of anti-taiuk juns in the courtyard.

I obtained i informastion regarding the
strength of these units in February 1951 from
a member. of the self=propelled artillery unit.

#13, RAILROAD STATION. A dark brown, two story
building about 100 meters long and 30 meters wide
with a low gatled, red tile roof, The middle
section of the building, about 30 meters square,
was slightly higher and had a pyramidical shaped,
red tile roof., The station, damaged by boubs
daring the war, was subsequently repaired.

#14, LUROPEAN HORMAL CAUGE RAILROAD TRACKS. There were
eight tracks in the station area. The railroad
connected Bekescsabs with Budapest’ Arad and
Nagyvalad.

. 415, LOCOMOTIVE AND RAILROAD CAR XBPAIR 3iI0P. This was a
black concrete building about 60 meters long,
35 meters wide (two railroad tracks ran into
the building), and 10 meters high, including the
roof. The roof was barrel vault shaped, dark
gray, and of corrugated metal. Zach end of the
building has two black corrugated metal doors
about eight meters high. A number of manually-
operated cranes were in this shop.

#16, THE BOHN BRICK FACTORY. There were two single -
story, red brick buildings, each of wh.ch was
about 40 meters long asnd 20 meters wide. The
roofs were oarrel vault shaped and covered with
groy slate. A red brickx smoke stack, about
40 meters high, was located between the two
buildings.

#17. SOVIET AXMY MEMORIAL. A white concrete memorial
20-25 meters high, 10 meters wide, and two meters
thick. A five-pointed red glass star, approximately
two meters in diameter, was located on top
of the monument. At its base was a bronze plaque
with the names of Soviet Army personnel who were
killed in the battle for the city. The monument,
ineliding the red star, was illuminated by red
neon lights during the nicht. It was built in
1548,

#18. STALIN STRLET. TFormerly iorthy iiklo Street.
#19. ANDRASSY 3TREET.

#20. THE MARKET PLACE. It was open svery Thursday.
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#21.

#25.
#26.
#27 .
. #28,
#29,
#30,
T#31,
#32,

3. Industrial and Economlc Characteristics:

(a)

(e)
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HOTEL BUILDING. Xnewn as thE“Hotel-Cs&ha §Csaba
8zuloda), A brown, three story brick bullding.
with a low gsbled, red tile vool, located at

the corners of St. Istvan and Andrassy Streets,

It had 58 ruows ard was the main hotel in

Bekescpaba.

CSABA MOVIE THEATER, (Ceaba Mozgo). The capacity
of the theater was approximately 200 persens,

PETOFI MOVIE THEATER. (Petofi Mozgo). Its

‘capacity was approximately 200 persons,

THEATER BUILDING. EKnown as the Bartck Theater
(Bartok Szinhaz). A white, tWo story bullding
about 100 meters long and 30 meters wide, It had
& metal cupola type roof and was located in
8zechenyl Park (gzechenyi Liget) .

THE PIGS BATHING LAEE (Diszno Fureszto).
THE RACE TRACK.

BAROSS STREET,

BERENY1 STREET,

HAJINAL STREETV’

OROSHAZI STREET.

SAINT LOULS BTRERT (Szent Laszlo Ut),

The surrounding area of Bekescsaba 1s level and
under cultivation, with the princigal crops being
wheat, hemp and sugar beets, The baslc

agricultural products of the regiaon, There were
also metallurgical factories and/or mines in this
ares .,

The collectivization program in the Bekescszba
Region was well advanced., Some private land

owners still remained (maximum farm area, 15 acres)s
however, these individual farmers were compelled
to sell half thelr producte to the state ab low
prices, The great majority of the farmers wers
dissatisfied wilth the collectivizatlon program,

(I am not able to give any specific instances of

BN o R )

‘actiye resistance to the collectivization program

by the farmers.) Although viclaters were immediately
arrested and the prices of products fixed by the
authorities, black market activities were

extensive among the farmera.

All wanufacturing enterprises in Bekescsaba were
state-pwned, with the norm system in effect in

the enkerprises., A mimimum norm would be
established which had to be met by every worker in

prder to recelve the hasilc pay.- If a certain
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(d)

(e)

()

(&)

-5

percentage of the workers- excesded thelr nprmss

“the basle norm was then raised for 8ll workers.

The basic pay rate was increased, but not 2t the
game rate at which the norm was increased. Due.
to this speed-up system, the aceldent rate was

nigh:.

The Stakhanovite system was algo used. These -
"sharp workers" (Elmunkas) recelved bonuses and
nmedals and considerable newspaper publliolty.

The individual worker had to obtain an offieiﬁl
release from his employment in order to mpve
from one job to another. In the event msnagement

‘considered that a worker would be more vhluable

in another enterprise, he could be ordered to
change Jobs, If he refused, the worker was ‘dis-
charged and risked being declared unscceptable fer
employment by other enterprises.

The average weekly wage for Industrial workers
(Pebruary 1951) was 160 forints for skilled and
90 forinte for unskilled workers. The offiecixl
Tate of exchange wag eight forints to the dellar,
Bpecialists, such as chief mechanics, received
approximately 200 forints weekly; engineers
received 2,000-3,000 forints per month. Women
eongtituted the majority of white-collar workers,
8ince white-collar positions were classified as
"iight eategory™. The average wage for these:
workers was 150-160 forints weekly. Thers was a
endency to assign women to all categories of
*11ght" work: e.g., barbers, taxi drivers, traia
and street conductors, etec.

The following 18 a list of consumer goecds prices
in Bekescsaba, established by the suthorities in
the January~February 1951 period:

(1) Monthly rent for two rooms, kitchen,
bathroom, and one small storeroom was
160 forints,

{(2) Monthly rent for one room and kitchen
was 80 forints.

(3) Bread (white) two forints per kilogram

(4) Bread (brown) 1.60 forints per kilogram

(5) Meat (pork) six-seven forints per
kilogram

(6)  Meat (beef) four forints per kilogram

(7. Meat (veal) four-five forints per
killogtram

(8) Pair of chickens 5 forints

() . egg .90 forints (90 fillers)
(10).  Lard 16-20 forints per
kllogram
(11) Bt oep 25 forints per kilogram
SECRET
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(13 Milk 1.50 forints per
- 1iver .
(13 - Sugar (lump) 6.50 - seven forints N
per "'l-zilogr"an"’ .
(14) - Sugar (granu- six'fgrints per kilogram
lated) -
(15) © Coffee (not 90 forints per kilogram
ground) (seldom available)
(16) Potatoes 1,60 - two forints per
‘ kilogram ‘
(17) © Wine (red) nine-11 forints per liter
(18) © Wine (white) elght-nine forints per
liter
(19) Beer (glass) 1.40 forints
(20)  Shoes (good 240-300 forints
qualityf
- (21). - Buit (good 1,600 forints
quality weol)
(22) ©  Shirt 4250 forints

(n)

4, Political and Socisml Characteriptics: e s

(2)

()

(23)  overcoat (long) 2,400 forints
(24 i Soap (laundry). 16 forints per kilogram

(25) = Beap (teilet) 2,50 - three forints
' ' per cake

Lard; butter, sugar, and seoap wWere r&tionedg with
the prices on-all of the sbove-mentiened items

edtablished by the sovernment. The black market

prices were higher. I am not familiar with the
rationing system,

The pepulation of‘Bekes&saba was about 80% Slovak

(Teth) origin; the remainder were of Magyar

‘angest§¥& The Slovaks Were primarily engaged in
ture

agricu: while the Magyars generally worked

in the various industrial establishments, Abeut T0%
of the population was Protestant, The Cemmunists
spparently hesitated to take any drastic measures
agalnst the churches here and there did not seem

to be any frictlion between the various national

and religious groups in the reglon.,

Politically, the large majority of the population
‘was anti-communist. There were not mgre than g
‘200 convinced Communists in Bekescsapa,

\
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J¥TATION‘ i ﬂrlmary means of public
“transportation was gasvline~powercd street cars,

. The street cars provided intra~city tran portation
bnly, buses wers as b M inter-urban transe
portatlon.v ‘e trolley system was “ﬁo»n as the

“Alomi uﬁyeveQ g sut (A5GY -

“
- 8 '

power was provided by one
poiver station in escsabha, Pov*r used was v
110 volts for domwstlc city nghtlng, 290 volts for
lighting outside the city, Qnd 380 volts for
industrlwl installations, aoternsting .
eurrent was used, There - tions on the
- ampunt of cuwrrent available to privete consumers.

(b) POWLR SUPPLY.

-

no matiric

Ly, B Ss
The best residential ¢
eastern part of ti« cit
8ixth Section, iost o

“were villas and were o
Offlcluls,‘_Lgh-rﬁu ings Sommunis
and utwkhqnovltms {50 lon“ on b
high. narms) woorkérs lived in
points yl, #2 and 43 Zsee overl + The business
gsctdr was cencentrali¢ mainly olong Andrassy Street
0 5t. Istvan Strset and ‘nclxd'd dargss, serenyi
and H13n¢] Streets.  oow housing srojscts were biing

» plenned for Uh» southern )qt%klria of tas eity inm
" the area of ths firmer race trgvk, and in the north-
_sastern outskirts ucross the "Figs sathing Pool".
These projeets will presunably bs workers'
~apartasnts. The streets wers zither concrete

or of granite stones ncd wers lighted vith electricity.
Main streets were 10- L5 meters wide, while sscondary
. streets wers about 10 m=ters wide.

(o) ' REBIDESTIAL 3ECTI

ves in Lae south=
¢owes known as the
builulnhs in the ;wctor
sovernm:nt

s iarty inenbers,

y maintained their
sectors chown as

B E

ats Tane e

&5 DF DO [CATION . Long= trlephone
ealls coald be mece only from “ic mnin telophone
S 8tation, located in the rost-office. Telegrams ool
b sent only from the post~office, [lo idszatificetion
necessary when sending tolegrams.) Although
domestic mail was nol censorsd, lncoming and oitgoing
forelgn mall was Spot checked,

{e) R~)Ibo 1h~ e about on= radioc set for every two
.-~ housés 1n LHL c11y. dany of tn. people did not
believe the buaaprst redio stations or even bother
to listen to,thzm. The ice of .wacrica program
, had 8 lorg: cver, it owas difficult to
. Vcial radio

P

S VNN Lhﬁ memlnb utmtlon ov;cn vpardtlng

1 bov?mbér 1550 - ~vas most elfective vhen tas

fece of Amﬂr;ca or 536 broadcasts w mads on

A5 vave (B50-150 wetecs).  The aroadcauts were
Ily free from interforence when on medium wove

L (over 700 moters), wid aors slfective daring

cinters  Daytinme jamming was wnt than

) at nrght. . The best period for broudcasting was '

“between ?100 2300 hours because o lar s
audience was then avali. Lle. ot of the rodio sebs
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- -gyailable to the populabion were "popular"

- radlo wmets on which only the Budapest-stations
eould be heard. People ecaught iistening to the
Voice of America cr the BBC had their sets con-
Pigeated and were 1liable to arrest;

(f) MEDICAL FACILITIES. There was one hospital in
Bekescsaba, which provided medical and surgical
gervices, Free medical service was grantgd to
menmbers of the Public Medical Help Association
{Orszagos Tareadalml Intezet). All government
employees (including collective farm members) had
to belong te this organization. Only residents of
the city and county were admi~ted to the hesplial,
with exceptions being made ir emergency cases,. 'The
priospective patient was otherwise gbliged to to
the hospltal &% his place of residence for treatment,

{g) NEWSPAPERS, Dailly newspapers pu:lished in
Bekescsaba were the Viharsarok (Sterm Corner) and the
Biharnepe (Bihar County Fetpol=’. Both were Cemmunigt
puklications.

w@rd-
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